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2024 Lenten Devotional: The Gospel of Mark

In the Christian world, the most sacred of days is Easter Sunday, the day we celebrate
the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The forty days (excluding Sundays) that
precede Easter is known as Lent. It is a time when Christians focus on Sacrifice (fasting), Re-
pentance, and Preparation for a renewed relationship with God through His son Jesus.

After being baptized by His cousin John in the Jordan river, Jesus prepared for His min-
istry by spending forty days in the desert, fasting, praying, and being tempted by Satan. In this
Lenten Devotional, we shall focus on preparation; prepare your hearts and minds to be ac-
cepting of the teachings of Christ.

Each day, read the Bible verse listed. Meditate on what the passage means; what is
Jesus trying to teach us. Allow the meaning to influence both your mind and your heart, and
allow your daily prayers to reflect your thankfulness for the savior and His teachings. Who else
could teach us better to prepare for the coming Kingdom of God than Jesus?

This booklet contains an account of the Ministry of Christ Jesus, as written in the
Gospel of Saint Mark. This is not the complete Gospel of Mark, but a sample of forty readings
that exemplify the work. “Thought to have been written sometime after AD 64 (when Nero
began persecuting Christians following the great fire of Rome), Mark’s Gospel shows the
hallmarks of having been written for a Jewish audience, but in such a way as to be accessible to
those who are not well-versed in biblical scripture.”

(By Dr Oliver Tearle (Loughborough University)

Thousands flocked to the hills and valleys to hear the Lord speak; in the next forty
days, you are one of them! Hear His words, and let them speak to you. Then, just as Jesus did,
pray! Each daily entry is followed by either a comment by me, (in parenthesis) or a prayer
starter | thought might be helpful to the reader “... Holy God; teach us to be like Christ...”.

The last four entries, Maundy Thursday through Easter Sunday, contain the entirety of
the Gospel that describe those days.

It is the hope and prayer of Mt. Healthy United Methodist Church, that this devotional
and associated prayer discipline, will teach you something you didn’t already know, and bring
you closer to God and Jesus Christ through prayer and meditation.

Gerard De Marco, Lay Servant, 2024

May God bless you and keep you;
May the Peace of Christ Jesus,

and the power of the Holy Spirit,
surround you and guide you. Amen.



W-Feb. 14 - Mark 1:7-11

7 He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; | am not worthy
to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 | have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water,
he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice
came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased."

“Gracious Father, my baptism of water has put me on a path to encounter and accept the living
Christ in my life. Give me the courage to follow this path of undeserved blessings, and to an-
swer your call without hesitation always...”

Th-Feb. 15 - Mark 1:16-22

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I will
make you fish for people." 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 As
he went a little farther, he saw James, son of Zebedee, and his brother John, who were in
their boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebe-
dee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 21 They went to Capernaum; and
when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 22 They were astounded at
his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

“Your call in my life has blessed me in so many ways. Allow me to accept it freely, and submit to
your will over my own...”

F-Feb. 16 - Mark 1:23-28

23 Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24 and he cried out,
"What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who
you are, the Holy One of God." 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and come out of
him!" 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of
him. 27 They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, "What is this? A new
teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him." 28 At
once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

“May your power and authority be first and foremost in my prayers and actions...”

Sa-Feb. 17 - Mark 1: 40-45

40 A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he said to him, "If you choose, you can
make me clean.” 41 Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, and said
to him, "I do choose. Be made clean!" 42 Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made
clean. 43 After sternly warning him he sent him away at once, 44 saying to him, "See that



you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing
what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them."

45 But he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so that Jesus
could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed out in the country; and people came to him
from every quarter.

(I have often wondered why, after Jesus asked the man to say nothing to anyone, he did so
anyway. Did this action drastically change Jesus’ ministry, or did it follow exactly the plan God
had all along?)

M-Feb. 19 - Mark 2:1-12

1 When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. 2
So many gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the
door; and he was speaking the word to them. 3 Then some people came, bringing to him a
paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 And when they could not bring him to Jesus be-
cause of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, they
let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the par-
alytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven." 6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, question-
ing in their hearts, 7 "Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can for-
give sins but God alone?" 8 At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing
these questions among themselves; and he said to them, "Why do you raise such questions in
your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, "Your sins are forgiven,' or to say,
"Stand up and take your mat and walk'? 10 But so that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive sins"—he said to the paralytic— 11 "l say to you, stand up,
take your mat and go to your home." 12 And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and
went out before all of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, "We
have never seen anything like this!"

“...For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever.”

Tu-Feb. 20 - Mark 2:13-17

13 Jesus went out again beside the sea; the whole crowd gathered around him, and he
taught them. 14 As he was walking along, he saw Levi, son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax
booth, and he said to him, "Follow me." And he got up and followed him. 15 And as he sat at
dinner in Levi's house, many tax collectors and sinners were also sitting with Jesus and his
disciples—for there were many who followed him. 16 When the scribes of the Pharisees saw
that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, they said to his disciples, "Why does he
eat with tax collectors and sinners?" 17 When Jesus heard this, he said to them, "Those who
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; | have come to call not the
righteous but sinners."



“God, even though | haven’t sinned today, | am still a sinner; thank you for a savior to invite me
to your kingdom...”

W-Feb.21 - Mark 2:18-22

18 Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said to him,
"Why do John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not
fast?" 19 Jesus said to them, "The wedding guests cannot fast while the bridegroom is with
them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 20 The
days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast on
that day. 21 "No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, the patch
pulls away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made. 22 And no one puts new
wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and so
are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins."

“God, let me be made new again by feasting on your word, that | might be filled by your Holy
Spirit...”

Th-Feb. 22 - Mark 2:23-28

23 One sabbath he was going through the grainfields; and as they made their way his disci-
ples began to pluck heads of grain. 24 The Pharisees said to him, "Look, why are they doing
what is not lawful on the sabbath?" 25 And he said to them, "Have you never read what Da-
vid did when he and his companions were hungry and in need of food?

26 He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the
Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his com-
panions." 27 Then he said to them, "The sabbath was made for humankind, and not human-
kind for the sabbath; 28 so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath."

“I will follow the Lord of the Sabbath, Jesus Christ, and find my rest in Him; and each day, | will
be filled with joy and worship Him...”

F-Feb. 23 - Mark 3:1-6

1 Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. 2 They
watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might accuse
him. 3 And he said to the man who had the withered hand, "Come forward." 4 Then he said
to them, "lIs it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?" But
they were silent. 5 He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of
heart and said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." He stretched it out, and his hand was
restored. 6 The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodians against
him, how to destroy him.

“Lord God, allow me to ignore the disapproval of others when | do your will, or answer your
call...”



Sa-Feb. 24- Mark 4:2-8

2 He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 3
"Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the
birds came and ate it up. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil,
and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was
scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 Other seed fell into good soil and
brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundred-
fold."

“How blessed am | to have your word; even when | don’t understand it, you continue to give
me more...”

M-Feb.26 - Mark 4:10-20

10 When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve asked him about
the parables. 11 And he said to them, "To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of
God, but for those outside, everything comes in parables; 12 in order that "they may indeed
look, but not perceive, and may indeed listen, but not understand; so that they may not turn
again and be forgiven.'" 13 And he said to them, "Do you not understand this parable? Then
how will you understand all the parables? 14 The sower sows the word. 15 These are the
ones on the path where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and
takes away the word that is sown in them. 16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground:
when they hear the word, they immediately receive it with joy. 17 But they have no root, and
endure only for a while; then, when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, im-
mediately they fall away. 18 And others are those sown among the thorns: these are the
ones who hear the word, 19 but the cares of the world, and the lure of wealth, and the desire
for other things come in and choke the word, and it yields nothing. 20 And these are the ones
sown on the good soil: they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty and sixty and a
hundredfold."

“Give me a heart like the good soil, Lord, that | might bear your fruit among those who see and
hear me...”

Tu-Feb. 27 - Mark 4:21-25

21 He said to them, "Is a lamp brought in to be put under the bushel basket, or under the bed,
and not on the lampstand? 22 For there is nothing hidden, except to be disclosed; nor is any-
thing secret, except to come to light. 23 Let anyone with ears to hear listen!" 24 And he said
to them, "Pay attention to what you hear; the measure you give will be the measure you get,



and still more will be given you. 25 For to those who have, more will be given; and from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away."
(This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it shine; let it shine, let it shine, let it shine...

(Harry Dixon Loes, circa 1920s)
W-Feb.28 - Mark 4:26-29
26 He also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 27
and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not
know how. 28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in
the head. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the har-
vest has come."
“Holy Spirit, you have given me just what | needed, just when | needed it; continue to nourish
me until my harvest...”
Th-Feb. 29 - Mark 4:30-34
30 He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we
use for it? 31 Itis like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of
all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its
shade.” 33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it;
34 he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his
disciples.
“Heavenly Father, let me help nourish your kingdom here on earth, in any way you see fit...”
F-Mar. 01 - Mark 4:35-41
35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, "Let us go across to the other side."
36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other
boats were with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that
the boat was already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and
they woke him up and said to him, "Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?"
39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Peace! Be still!" Then the wind
ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to them, "Why are you afraid? Have you still
no faith?" 41 And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, "Who then is this,
that even the wind and the sea obey him?"
“I shall fear no evil, for Thou art with me...” (Psalms 23)
Sa-Mar. 02 - Mark 5:1-20
1 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 2 And when he had
stepped out of the boat, immediately a man out of the tombs with an unclean spirit met him.
3 He lived among the tombs; and no one could restrain him anymore, even with a chain; 4 for



he had often been restrained with shackles and chains, but the chains he wrenched apart,
and the shackles he broke in pieces; and no one had the strength to subdue him.

5 Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains, he was always howling and bruis-
ing himself with stones. 6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed down be-
fore him; 7 and he shouted at the top of his voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son
of the Most High God? | adjure you by God, do not torment me." 8 For he had said to him,
"Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!" 9 Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?"
He replied, "My name is Legion; for we are many." 10 He begged him earnestly not to send
them out of the country. 11 Now there on the hillside a great herd of swine was feeding; 12
and the unclean spirits begged him, "Send us into the swine; let us enter them." 13 So he
gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine; and the herd,
numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and were
drowned in the sea. 14 The swineherds ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then
people came to see what it was that had happened. 15 They came to Jesus and saw the de-
moniac sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, the very man who had had the legion; and
they were afraid. 16 Those who had seen what had happened to the demoniac and to the
swine reported it. 17 Then they began to beg Jesus to leave their neighborhood. 18 As he
was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed by demons begged him that he
might be with him. 19 But Jesus refused, and said to him, "Go home to your friends, and tell
them how much the Lord has done for you, and what mercy he has shown you." 20 And he
went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him; and
everyone was amazed.

“... What then, dear Lord, is too great a thing for me to ask of you?...
M-Mar. 04 - Mark 5:21-23,35-43

21 When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered
around him; and he was by the sea. 22 Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named
Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet 23 and begged him repeatedly, "My little
daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made
well, and live." 35 While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to
say, "Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?" 36 But overhearing what
they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, "Do not fear, only believe." 37 He
allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. 38 When
they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping
and wailing loudly. 39 When he had entered, he said to them, "Why do you make a commo-
tion and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at him. Then he put
them all outside, and took the child's father and mother and those who were with him, and

”



went in where the child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to her, "Talitha cum,"
which means, "Little girl, get up!"

42 And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age).
At this they were overcome with amazement. 43 He strictly ordered them that no one should
know this, and told them to give her something to eat.

("Do not fear, only believe." Vs. 5:36)

Tu-Mar. 05 - Mark 5:25-34

24 ... And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. 25 Now there was a woman
who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. 26 She had endured much under
many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew
worse. 27 She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his
cloak, 28 for she said, "If | but touch his clothes, | will be made well."29 Immediately her
hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 30 Immedi-
ately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said,
"Who touched my clothes?" 31 And his disciples said to him, "You see the crowd pressing in
on you; how can you say, "Who touched me?'" 32 He looked all around to see who had done
it. 33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell
down before him, and told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has
made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease."

(Is it our faith that gives way to miracles, or do miracles give us (or enhance) our faith? Perhaps
it is in the asking that each is born.)

W-Mar. 06 - Mark 6:1-6

1 He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 2 On the sab-
bath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They
said, "Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What
deeds of power are being done by his hands! 3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?" And
they took offense at him. 4 Then Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without honor, except
in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house." 5 And he could do no
deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 6
And he was amazed at their unbelief.

“Lord, may the faithless around me neither hinder nor discourage me...”

Th-Mar. 07 - Mark 6:7-13

7 He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority
over the unclean spirits.



8 He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff;: no bread, no bag, no mon-
ey in their belts; 9 but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10 He said to them,
"Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place.

11 If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the
dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them." 12 So they went out and proclaimed
that all should repent. 13 They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were
sick and cured them.

“Lord, place me where you will, that | may serve you...”

F-Mar. 08 - Mark 6:14-20

14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some were saying, "John the
baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason, these powers are at work in
him." 15 But others said, "It is Elijah." And others said, "It is a prophet, like one of the proph-
ets of old." 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, "John, whom | beheaded, has been
raised." 17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because Herod had married her. 18
For John had been telling Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." 19 And
Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20 for Herod
feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he
heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him.

(Serving God is not without risk. Beheadings are quite uncommon in most of the world; but
persecution and injustice exist everywhere. Yet faith in God, and the fortitude that is fostered
by it, can ease your fears)

Sa-Mar.09 - Mark 6:21-29

21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and
officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22 When his daughter Herodias came in and danced,
she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you
wish, and | will give it." 23 And he solemnly swore to her, "Whatever you ask me, | will give
you, even half of my kingdom." 24 She went out and said to her mother, "What should I ask
for?" She replied, "The head of John the baptizer." 25 Immediately she rushed back to the
king and requested, "1 want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter."
26 The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not
want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring
John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and
gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples heard about it,
they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.



(The evil on display in this story is beyond my comprehension, even though | have read this pas-
sage dozens of times in my life. Such evil can only be opposed by calling on God and his power.
“Put on the full armor of God!”Eph. 6:11-12)

M-Mar. 11 - Mark 6:34-46

34 As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they
were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 35 When it
grew late, his disciples came to him and said, "This is a deserted place, and the hour is now
very late; 36 send them away so that they may go into the surrounding country and villages
and buy something for themselves to eat.” 37 But he answered them, "You give them some-
thing to eat." They said to him, "Are we to go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread,
and give it to them to eat?" 38 And he said to them, "How many loaves have you? Go and
see."” When they had found out, they said, "Five, and two fish." 39 Then he ordered them to
get all the people to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups of
hundreds and of fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven,
and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before the people;
and he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And all ate and were filled; 43 and they took
up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 44 Those who had eaten the loaves
numbered five thousand men. 45 Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go
on ahead to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 After saying fare-
well to them, he went up on the mountain to pray.

(While not all of God’s works are this spectacular, they all start with the same emotions; caring,
concern, and compassion. Offer what ever you have; a few loaves and fish, an ear to listen, a
comforting hug, and give it to God in prayer and let Him will do the rest!)

Tu-Mar. 12 - Mark 6:47-52

47 When evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48
When he saw that they were straining at the oars against an adverse wind, he came towards
them early in the morning, walking on the sea. He intended to pass them by. 49 But when
they saw him walking on the sea, they thought it was a ghost and cried out;

50 for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take
heart, it is I; do not be afraid." 51 Then he got into the boat with them and the wind ceased.
And they were utterly astounded, 52 for they did not understand about the loaves, but their
hearts were hardened.

“Heavenly Father; sometimes when we observe your works of power, we are overwhelmed.
Instead of being fearful, teach us to accept and understand that your power is for goodness and
love...”



W-Mar.13 - Mark 7:14-23

14 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, "Listen to me, all of you, and under-
stand: 15 there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that
come out are what defile."

17 When he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about the par-
able. 18 He said to them, "Then do you also fail to understand? Do you not see that whatev-
er goes into a person from outside cannot defile, 19 since it enters, not the heart but the
stomach, and goes out into the sewer?" (Thus, he declared all foods clean.) 20 And he said,
"It is what comes out of a person that defiles. 21 For it is from within, from the human heart,
that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 22 adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit,
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23 All these evil things come from within, and they
defile a person."”

“Gracious God; help me to recognize these diseases of the heart within myself, and purge them
in the early stages, that | may live a long life serving you...”

Th-Mar. 14 - Mark 7:31-37

31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32 They brought to him a deaf man who had an im-
pediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 He took him aside in
private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his
tongue. 34 Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, "Ephphatha," that is, "Be
opened." 35 And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke
plainly. 36 Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it. 37 They were astounded beyond measure, saying, "He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak."

“With all that | hear, both good and evil; may the words of my mouth, and the meditations of
my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer...”

F-Mar. 15 - Mark 8:1-9

1 In those days when there was again a great crowd without anything to eat, he called his
disciples and said to them, 2 "I have compassion for the crowd, because they have been with
me now for three days and have nothing to eat. 3 If | send them away hungry to their homes,
they will faint on the way—and some of them have come from a great distance." 4 His disci-
ples replied, "How can one feed these people with bread here in the desert?" 5 He asked
them, "How many loaves do you have?" They said, "Seven." 6 Then he ordered the crowd to
sit down on the ground; and he took the seven loaves, and after giving thanks he broke them
and gave them to his disciples to distribute; and they distributed them to the crowd. 7 They
had also a few small fish; and after blessing them, he ordered that these too should be dis-



tributed. 8 They ate and were filled; and they took up the broken pieces left-over, seven bas-
kets full. 9 Now there were about four thousand people. And he sent them away.

(When you are doing ministry, and you find that a particular approach works quite well, do not
hesitate to repeat it.)

Sa-Mar. 16 - Mark 8:17-21

17 And becoming aware of it, Jesus said to them, "Why are you talking about having no
bread? Do you still not perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 18 Do you have
eyes, and fail to see? Do you have ears, and fail to hear? And do you not remember? 19
When | broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces
did you collect?" They said to him, "Twelve." 20 "And the seven for the four thousand, how
many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?" And they said to him, "Seven." 21 Then
he said to them, "Do you not yet understand?"

“God, when the concerns of my everyday life cloud my ability to see your power and love, allow
me to remember all you have done in the past, both for me and others...”

M-Mar. 18 - Mark 8:27-33

27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he
asked his disciples, "Who do people say that | am?" 28 And they answered him, "John the
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29 He asked them, "But
who do you say that | am?" Peter answered him, "You are the Messiah." 30 And he sternly
ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of
Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he
rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things."

(This is a very important point in the narrative. All Mark has written up to this point, is a
description of the power and glory of the kingdom of God on earth; from here and what fol-
lows, is the story of the high price Jesus is willing to pay, to allow all people to become a part of
that kingdom.)

Tu-Mar. 19 — Mark 8:34-37

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my fol-
lowers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit
their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed



of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels."

(Taking up your cross today, means being ready for the hard road ahead, and paying whatever the cost
to honor Him above all. The cross is the burden of submission, of giving up our earthly desires to become
true servants of God; as we mature in our faith, we realize that while once our desires were appealing,
they are now tarnished compared to the shiny desire of serving a God who loves us and blesses us daily.)
W-Mar. 20 - Mark 9:2-10

2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high moun-
tain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became
dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them
Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good
for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah."
6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them,
and from the cloud there came a voice, "This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!" 8 Sud-
denly when they looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 9 As
they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10 So they kept the matter to them-
selves, questioning what this rising from the dead could mean.

“Lord God; allow me to believe without seeing, to follow without understanding, and to obey
without hesitation...”

Th-Mar. 21 - Mark 9:35-50

35 He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, "Whoever wants to be first must be last
of all and servant of all.” 36 Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in
his arms, he said to them, 37 "Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me,
and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me." 38 John said to him,
"Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him,
because he was not following us." 39 But Jesus said, "Do not stop him; for no one who does a
deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40 Whoever is
not against us is for us. 41 For truly | tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink be-
cause you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 42 "If any of you put a
stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if
a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43 If your
hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have
two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45 And if your foot causes you to
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be
thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48



where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 49 "For everyone will be salted
with fire. 50 Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in
yourselves, and be at peace with one another."

“God of all creation; Allow me to exorcise my demons, my weaknesses, and my earthly desires,
because they tempt me to deviate from you path...”

F-Mar. 22 - Mark 10:13-16

13 People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the dis-
ciples spoke sternly to them. 14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them,
"Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the king-
dom of God belongs. 15 Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a
little child will never enter it." 16 And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them,
and blessed them.

“May | enter your kingdom as a child, O Lord, seeking only your love, and the blessings that it
brings...”

Sa-Mar. 23 - Mark 11:27-33

27 Again they came to Jerusalem. As he was walking in the temple, the chief priests, the
scribes, and the elders came to him 28 and said, "By what authority are you doing these
things? Who gave you this authority to do them?" 29 Jesus said to them, "I will ask you one
question; answer me, and | will tell you by what authority | do these things. 30 Did the bap-
tism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin? Answer me." 31 They argued with
one another, "If we say, "From heaven,' he will say, "Why then did you not believe him?' 32
But shall we say, "Of human origin'?"—they were afraid of the crowd, for all regarded John
as truly a prophet. 33 So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And Jesus said to them,
"Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things."

“You are my God, and | am your child, your servant. Where you lead me, | will follow...”
M-Mar. 25 - Mark 12:46-52

46 They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Barti-
maeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47 When he heard that it
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on
me!" 48 Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, "Son of
David, have mercy on me!" 49 Jesus stood still and said, "Call him here." And they called the
blind man, saying to him, "Take heart; get up, he is calling you." 50 So throwing off his cloak,
he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 Then Jesus said to him, "What do you want me to do for
you?" The blind man said to him, "My teacher, let me see again." 52 Jesus said to him, "Go;
your faith has made you well." Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the
way.

“Tell me O lord, what you would have me do, so | may do your will...”



T-Mar. 26 - Mark 12:41-44

41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treas-
ury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper
coins, which are worth a penny.

43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, "Truly I tell you; this poor widow has put in
more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed
out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had
to live on."

(Is it truly a sacrifice if you cannot feel the difference?)

W-Mar. 27 - Mark 12:28-34

28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that
he answered them well, he asked him, "Which commandment is the first of all?" 29 Jesus an-
swered, "The first is, "Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength.' 31 The second is this, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no
other commandment greater than these." 32 Then the scribe said to him, "You are right,
Teacher; you have truly said that "he is one, and besides him there is no other'; 33 and "to
love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and "to
love one's neighbor as oneself,"—this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings
and sacrifices." 34 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far
from the kingdom of God." After that no one dared to ask him any question.

(How amazing would it have been to be in the presence of, and converse with Jesus?)

Maundy Thursday / Mar. 28 - Mark 14:17-72

17 When it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18 And when they had taken their places
and were eating, Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating
with me." 19 They began to be distressed and to say to him one after another, "Surely, not I?"
20 He said to them, "It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me.
21 For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of
Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born." 22 While
they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them,
and said, "Take; this is my body." 23 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to
them, and all of them drank from it. 24 He said to them, "This is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many. 25 Truly I tell you, | will never again drink of the fruit of the
vine until that day when | drink it new in the kingdom of God." 26 When they had sung the
hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27 And Jesus said to them, "You will all become
deserters; for it is written, "I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’



28 But after | am raised up, |1 will go before you to Galilee." 29 Peter said to him, "Even
though all become deserters, | will not." 30 Jesus said to him, "Truly I tell you, this day, this
very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times." 31 But he said vehe-
mently, "Even though | must die with you, |1 will not deny you." And all of them said the same.
32 They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, "Sit here while |
pray.” 33 He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitat-
ed. 34 And he said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep
awake." 35 And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it
were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 He said, "Abba, Father, for you all things are
possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want." 37 He came
and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep
awake one hour? 38 Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 39 And again he went away and prayed, saying
the same words. 40 And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were
very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. 41 He came a third time and said to
them, "Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at
hand." 43 Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and
with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the
elders. 44 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one | will kiss is the man;
arrest him and lead him away under guard.” 45 So when he came, he went up to him at once
and said, "Rabbi!" and kissed him. 46 Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. 47 But
one of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting
off his ear. 48 Then Jesus said to them, "Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest
me as though | were a bandit? 49 Day after day | was with you in the temple teaching, and
you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled." 50 All of them deserted him and
fled. 51 A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They
caught hold of him, 52 but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked. 53 They took Jesus to the
high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were assembled. 54 Peter had
followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with
the guards, warming himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and the whole council were
looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. 56 For many
gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. 57 Some stood up and
gave false testimony against him, saying, 58 "We heard him say, "l will destroy this temple
that is made with hands, and in three days | will build another, not made with hands.' "



59 But even on this point their testimony did not agree. 60 Then the high priest stood up be-
fore them and asked Jesus, "Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?"
61 But he was silent and did not answer. Again, the high priest asked him, "Are you the Mes-
siah, the Son of the Blessed One?" 62 Jesus said, "l am; and "you will see the Son of Man
seated at the right hand of the Power,’ and "coming with the clouds of heaven.'"

63 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "Why do we still need witnesses? 64 You
have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?" All of them condemned him as deserving
death. 65 Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him,
"Prophesy!" The guards also took him over and beat him. 66 While Peter was below in the
courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by. 67 When she saw Peter warm-
ing himself, she stared at him and said, "You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth."
68 But he denied it, saying, "I do not know or understand what you are talking about." And
he went out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. 69 And the servant-girl, on seeing him,
began again to say to the bystanders, "This man is one of them." 70 But again he denied it.
Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, "Certainly you are one of them;
for you are a Galilean." 71 But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, "I do not know this
man you are talking about." 72 At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then
Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, "Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me
three times." And he broke down and wept.

Good Friday / Mar. 20 - Mark 15:1-47

1 As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes
and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 2 Pi-
late asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" He answered him, "You say so." 3 Then the
chief priests accused him of many things. 4 Pilate asked him again, "Have you no answer? See
how many charges they bring against you." 5 But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate
was amazed. 6 Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom
they asked. 7 Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed
murder during the insurrection. 8 So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them
according to his custom. 9 Then he answered them, "Do you want me to release for you the
King of the Jews?" 10 For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had
handed him over. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas
for them instead. 12 Pilate spoke to them again, "Then what do you wish me to do with the
man you call the King of the Jews?" 13 They shouted back, "Crucify him!" 14 Pilate asked
them, "Why, what evil has he done?" But they shouted all the more, "Crucify him!" 15 So
Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he
handed him over to be crucified. 16 Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace
(that is, the governor's headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort.



17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they
put it on him. 18 And they began saluting him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 19 They struck his
head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20 After mocking him,
they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out
to crucify him. 21 They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry
his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22 Then they brought
Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23 And they offered him
wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him, and divided his
clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 25 It was nine o'clock in
the morning when they crucified him. 26 The inscription of the charge against him read, "The
King of the Jews." 27 And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his
left. 29 Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, "Aha! You who
would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30 save yourself, and come down from
the cross!" 31 In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking
him among themselves and saying, "He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let the Mes-
siah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe."
Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 33 When it was noon, darkness came
over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 At three o'clock Jesus cried out with a
loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?" 35 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, "Listen, he is calling for
Elijah." 36 And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to
him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down." 37 Then
Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two,
from top to bottom. 39 Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way
he breathed his last, he said, "Truly this man was God's Son!" 40 There were also women
looking on from a distance; among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of
James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 These used to follow him and provided for
him when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had come up with him
to Jerusalem. 42 When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is,
the day before the sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who
was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked
for the body of Jesus. 44 Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the
centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. 45 When he learned from
the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 46 Then Joseph bought a lin-
en cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that
had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.

47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Jesus saw where the body was laid.



Holy Saturday / Mar. 30 - Mark 16:1-8

1 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him.

2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.
3 They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the en-
trance to the tomb?" 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large,
had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in
a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, "Do not
be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he
is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he
is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." 8 So they went
out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said noth-
ing to anyone, for they were afraid.

(Some scholars believe the original text ends here. While this may feel incomplete from our
perspective in the 21* century, this abrupt ending is a bold statement by the author; | have
stated my claim in verse 1:1“The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,”
and given you all the details of his ministry, death and resurrection. Now, with these facts about
Jesus of Nazareth; you decide if he is the Messiah!”) (editor)



Easter Sunday / Mar. 31 - Mark 16:9-20

(Some scholars believe the following text, was written years later by scribes, giving Mark’s
Gospel a more conventional ending, in harmony with the other Gospels, and is in your bible
today.) (editor)

9 Now dfter he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene,
from whom he had cast out seven demons. 10 She went out and told those who had been
with him, while they were mourning and weeping. 11 But when they heard that he was
alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it. 12 After this he appeared in an-
other form to two of them, as they were walking into the country. 13 And they went back
and told the rest, but they did not believe them. 14 Later he appeared to the eleven them-
selves as they were sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and
stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 15 And
he said to them, "Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.
16 The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will
be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using my name
they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes in their
hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on
the sick, and they will recover.”

19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat
down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and proclaimed the good news every-
where, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that ac-
companied it.






Mt. Healthy United Methodist Church
7612 Perry St.; Cincinnati, Ohio 45231
Tel.: (613) 931-5827
Email: mthealthyumc@fuse.net
Website: www.mthealthyumc.org
www.facebook.com/mthealthyumc

Rev. Dr. Jerome Weaver (513) 615-1592

Sunday Worship Service: 10 AM
We support the Mt. Healthy Alliance Food Pantry:
7717 Harrison Avenue; (513) 521-3700;
www.mthealthyalliance.org
Mon., 11 AM-1 PM; Tues., 5 PM-7 PM;
Thur., 9 AM-12 PM; Sat., 9 AM-12 PM
Serving Zipcode 45231



